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For almost all.its history. Chah Ra-

har has been nething more than a e

mote fishinz village on the desolate

Indian Ocean coast'of Iran between

Pakistan-and the entrance m‘the--Per-

b
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Rut in- 1074 the-shah of Tran -chose
this barren !ocale-for one .0f the most
ambitious proiects of his entire reign: .
transformation of Chah Bahar into 2
huze, S8 biilion “plue water” port

military power into the 1ndicn Ocean. .

Hidden away in the ptans, and add-
ing at least $100 million to the costs.
were provisions having __f.mreachmg

stratezic importance for the United
States. As cnvisioited in the carly de-
sign, Chah Bahar was to have a har- -
bar and drydoek facilities specifically~
tailored to a1 American aircraft car-
rier task fores. - Lo T .

" This is the second in @ series of arti-
cles on the deposed shah his finances .
and factors that led to his fall.

The Chah Bahar plan was conceived
at a time when Congress, still gunshy
from the war in Vietnam, was resist-
ing attempts hy the U.S. Navy to ex-
pand its oresence in- the Indian-
Ocean. No American carriess operated

R VL, VML SR

in that area wher. the shak issued his:
~pian- Navy had no such’ ships and.no:
. known plans ‘to obtain any. .- -
,A former Pentagom official insists

! the .(ES.--government .never
. sought directlv- to get’ Iran to'build it"
an Indian.-- Ocean. carrier -base. -The’
shah, he insists, acted on his own.: * = o
. Howeyer, he and other: top ‘former’

officials of the Nixon and Ford admin-

plan served JU.S..strategic- objectives
“and was aggressively “pushed by inter-
“ests in the American Navy. ~.: s

In this respect,-Chah 'Bahar-is-a
costly and melancholy - syiabol of a

U.S. policy that repeatedly {ised  Iran;

-3

,to adopt anqﬂ_fin;mce‘_ vast- programs
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\

that the American military could not
undoevtake onits OwWn. -
Poday, after an expenditure of “an
estimated $330 million by fran. plaops
for Chah Bahar have been cancelled
by the revolutionary Khomeint gov-
ernment. Huze construction cranes.
delivered only- weeks hefore the shalt’s
downfall last year arve rusting in the
sea air. Brown:& Root, the THouston-
hased intemationnl‘cénstruction firm
that was to build the . port with the
help of more than 1,000 foreign com-
panies, ‘says the cranes -were never
used. ) e
In its, hevday,
one part of the  shal's.

- scheme fo create a mighty arsenal of!
_bases and jsoph_isticated weaponry—
‘one that even. Pentagon officials' nowi

Chah Bahar was but,i
grandiose,

“say went- far beyond Iran's tegitimate!

“heeds, but-was-important. to,the hitoad-
“er U.S. strategic role in the area.
" These ptans also coincided with U.S.
"defense contractors’: quest for new
markets as the war in Vietnam. began
“to wind down: e T

To meet the expanded role he had
assumed, the shah placed military or-
. ders of $18.1 billion with U.S. compa-
‘nies between 1973 and 1979, compared
with less than $1 billion in the previ-
ous. six years. This- unprecedented
arms. buildup was-to- pes~financed
through oil revenues; which skyrock-
“sted thanks to world price-increases
-promoted by the shah. . 7.7
. Thus, in" reality, it was’ American
Zonsumers of oil and gasoline who in-
directly paid for Iran’s arms.
- Iran also painl a price, according to
the present revolutionary govern-
ment. It has branded this spending ctt
planes, ships, missiles, radars,; comput-
“ers and bases a “criminal” squander-
‘ing of Iran’s-resources. S
.. The billions spent on arms is bound
to be an issue if the Tehran govern-
ment suceeeds. in convening 2 tribunal
to examine the alleged crimes of the
shah’s government. LT
" In the shah’s military design, which
. Americans helped promote,  Iran’s
‘mountaintops were to become plat-
forms for the most advanced Ameri-
_can air defense radars that money
;could buy. .7, C A
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.. The Spruance class destrove:s thati

5E8,

oo

Iranian pilots would fly the latest
U.S. aircraft—the Flis and 163, with
technologies .so advanced thai-éven:
the U.S. military has had ditticulties. |

i

Litton .h]-'lustx'ies was building for the
Chah Bahar base were to have an air
defense system more aufomated than
the one approved for the Spruance
versions used hy the U.S. Navy.

. An exotic intelligence collection
svstem heing vut together with . ClAa

direction would——it it worked—permig)

the Iranians to_intercent communica-
tions outside- their horders and to -

tain pictures from airhorne cameids
more sophisticated than those usad hy
Amervican gigeratt, . : {
- Duminating the futuristic nature of!
this military vision, the projects were

identified by names that/might have!
been borrowed from spé author lan;

Fleming: Peace Crown, Peace Scepier,,

Seek Sentry, Seek Switcen. Lbex.
Pentazon consultants and U.S. offi-
cials say that some of we shah's pro-
grams were justified. Iran’s location
at a strategic cross-ostis beset with
military dangers is- unaerscored by
the recent Soviet invasion of Afghani-
stait. N R :
" But U.S. critics. of that 197us policy,
including many who wote dicectly in-
volved in-the buildip. as-ert that
“reckless”” sales promgtion oy US»
military suppliers craated pressures'

that, contributed-to th¥ shah's down. |
fall. and actually und2’mine- Ameri-

can security interests. . ‘
- A.few add that this process contains:
a warning for Ameérican-poticy toward
other “Third World” cowatries vital to-
the United States. == 2 = i .7
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